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PRESS RELEASE

Breastfeeding in a Globalised World
- for peace and justice
World Breastfeeding Week 1-7 August 2003

The United Nations estimates that everyday some 3,000 to 4,000 infants die because they are denied access to
adequate breastmilk.

“With increasing globalisation and more opening of markets, breastfeeding is threatened as never before.
Some instruments like the World Trade Organization (WTO) and free trade agreements can be used to
undermine health codes that promote, protect and support breastfeeding, under the guise that they can restrict
the rights of formula manufacturers to compete freely in the marketplace,” said Anwar Fazal, Chairperson
Emeritus of the World Alliance for Breastfeeding Action (WABA). “Breastmilk is unique medically and
nutritionally. It is not a like-product comparable to infant formula and other baby foods that compete in the
marketplace.”

Since the adoption of the International Code of Marketing of Breastmilk Substitutes 22 years ago at the World
Health Assembly, much progress has been made but many baby food manufacturers continue their aggressive
promotion of artificial feeding products. Breastmilk substitutes are promoted as equivalent in nutritional value
to mother’s milk and labels boast that their products are “easier to digest”, “endorsed by nutrition experts”,
and “closer than ever to breastmilk.” Free samples are given to pregnant women and new mothers at medical
clinics and product information and coupons are routinely mailed to them.

Anwar Fazal said, “Breastfeeding is also about peace and justice. It is the natural, universal and peaceful
way of nurturing our children. In a world often wracked by injustice, violence and war, breastfeeding can be
a sentinel of peace – inner peace, peace with other people and peace with the environment.”

Breastfeeding groups and advocates all over the world will be raising these issues during World Breastfeeding
Week which is celebrated every year on August 1-7. WBW is in its 12th year celebration and continues to
provide breastfeeding advocates a platform to raise awareness globally on breastfeeding. This year,
breastfeeding advocates analyse breastfeeding in the context of globalisation. It is especially significnat also
because it is the 25th Anniversary of the United Nations Alma Ata Declaration “Health for All” Campaign
(see note no.3).

The goals for World Breastfeeding Week 2003 are to:
• Recognise the challenges and opportunities of globalisation for breastfeeding practices
• Maximise the potential of global communications to educate people on the importance of

breastfeeding, appropriate complementary feeding, and the health risks of artificial feeding
• Promote and act on the United Nations Global Strategy for Infant and Young Child Feeding

(see note no.2)
• Prevent the weakening of the United Nations International Code of Marketing of Breastmilk

Substitutes and subsequent relevant World Health Assembly resolutions
• Building alliances with public interest groups striving for global justice, peace and health for all
• Think globally and act locally with all sectors of our world-wide breastfeeding community

in order to protect, promote and support breastfeeding.

.....more



Notes for Editors:

1. To read the WBW 2003 Action Folder in English, Chinese, French and Spanish, please visit our WBW
webpage <www.waba.org.my/wbw/wbw03/wbw2003.html>. For more information, contact Liew Mun
Tip, PO Box 1200, 10850 Penang, Malaysia. Tel: 60-4-6584 816 l. Fax: 60-4-6572 655. Email:
secr@waba.po.my

2. The Global Strategy for Infant and Young Child Feeding <www.who.org> is a comprehensive tool
for governments, health care systems, the community and individuals to protect, promote and support
breastfeeding. The strength of the Global Strategy is that it is the result of a series of regional consultation
before it was adopted at the World Health Assembly in 2002. It is based on human rights principles and
built on previous United Nations initiated achievements such as the International Code, Innocenti Decla-
ration and Baby-Friendly Hospital Initiative (BFHI).

3. This year marks the 25th anniversary of the Alma Ata Declaration on Health for All. The People’s
Health Movement (PHM) and International People’s Health Council launched the Million Signature
Campaign, a march on the internet demanding Health for All Now. More information is available on
<www.TheMillionSignatureCampaign.org>.
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OVERALL COORDINATION
WABA Secretariat
P O Box 1200
10850 Penang, Malaysia
Fax: 60-4-657 2655
secr@waba.po.my
www.waba.org.my

• AFRICA
IBFAN Africa
P O Box 781, Mbabane
Swaziland
Fax: 268-40 40546
ibfanswd@realnet.co.sz

IBFAN Afrique
01 B.P. 1776, Ouagadougou 01
Burkina Faso
Fax: 226-374 163
ibfanfan@fasonet.bf

• ASIA
WABA Secretariat
(See address above)

South Asia
Breastfeeding Promotion Network
of India (BPNI)
P O Box 10551, BP-33
Pitampura, Delhi 110088, India
Fax: 91-11-2731 5606
bpni@bpni.org

• EUROPE
Baby Milk Action
23 St. Andrew’s Street
2nd Floor,Cambridge,
CB2 3AX, UK
Fax: 44-1223-464 417
info@babymilkaction.org

CoFAM / IPA
c/o Information pour l’Allaitement
52 rue Sully
69006 Lyon, France
Fax: 33-478 930 268
nathalie.roques@wanadoo.fr

GIFA
C.P. 157, CH 1211 Geneva 19
Switzerland
Fax: 41-22-798 4443
info@gifa.org

Aktionsgruppe Babynahrung Ev (AGB)
Untere Maschstrasse 21
D-37073 Gottingen, Germany
Fax: 49-551-531 035
info@babynahrung.org

• LATIN AMERICA
CEFEMINA
Apartado 5355
1000 San Jose
Costa Rica
Fax: 506-224 3986
cefemina@racsa.co.cr

CEPREN
Av. Pardo, 1335 Of.301-302
Lima-18 Peru
Fax: 51-1 241 6205
cepren@amauta.rcp.net.pe

Brazil
Origem Group
Av. Beira Mar, 3661 Lj. 18
Casa Caiada - Olinda - PE
CEP 53030 - 540 - Brazil
Fax: 55-81-34327701
origem@aleitamento.org.br

• NORTH AMERICA
La Leche League International
1400 N. Meacham Road Schaumburg
IL 60173-4840 - USA
Fax: 1-847-519 0035
lllhq@llli.org
www.lalecheleague.org

INFACT Canada
6, Trinity Square
Toronto, ON M5G 1B1
Canada
Fax: 1-416-591 9355
info@infactcanada.ca
www.infactcanada.ca

• PACIFIC
Australian Breastfeeding Association
P O Box 4000
Glen Iris, VIC 3146
Australia
Fax: 61-3-9885 0866
info@breastfeeding.asn.au
www.breastfeeding.asn.au

Development Officer PINDA
c/o Christine Quested
Nutrition Centre Health Department
Private Mail Bag
Apia,
Western Samoa
Fax: 685-218 70


