
Status of Maternity Protection by Country
Initial sources: www.waba.org.br/countryfiles1.htm

ILO Report V(2)
Other sources Feedback from WABA, IBFAN network & trade
                                  unions

 Ministry of Labour of listed countries

EXPLANATION: Duration of leave as mandated in the national law may be paid in full or partially paid. Different sectors also provide different length of
maternity leave in some countries. The minimum standard for the duration of leave are indicated in this chart.
Different ways that breastfeeding breaks are practised in some countries. Breastfeeding breaks at the workplace means: the working mother takes time off from
work to breastfeed her baby whom she brings along or expresses her breastmilk or goes home to breastfeed or has flexi-time arrangement.
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A FRICA

A lgeria Π ρ N -

A ngola Π π N -

B enin Π π ρ ′  3 Y P

B otsw ana Π π Y P

B urundi Π π 4 Y P

B urkina Faso Π π ′  3 Y P

C am eroon Π π ρ ′  3 Y P

C ape V erde Islands Π π Y P

C entral A fr. R ep. Π π ρ ′  3 Y P

C had Π ρ 10 Y P

C om oros Π π 10 Y P

C ongo Π π 10 Y P

D em . R ep. C ongo Π π 2

D jibouti Π π ρ 10 N

Equatorial G uinea Π ρ Y P

Erithea Π
Ethiopia Π π 5 Y P

G abon Π π ρ ′  3 Y P

G am bia Π π N -

G hana Π π Y P

G uinea Π π ρ Y P

G uinea-B issau Π π ρ Y P

Ivory C oast Π π ρ ′  3 Y P

K enya Π π N -

Lesotho Π Ξ Y P

M adagascar Π π ρ 10 Y P

M alaw i Π π Y P

M ali Π π ρ ′  3 Y P

M auritania Π ρ Y P

M auritius Π π Y P

M orocco Π ρ Y P

M ozam bique Π π Y P

N am ibia Π ρ N -

N iger Π π ρ ′  Y P

N igeria Π π Y U

R w anda Π π 4 Y P

S ao Tom e &  Principe Π ρ Y P

*  O n e y ear w ith  basic salary  fo r breastfeedin g m o th ers.
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S enegal Π ρ Y P

S eychelles Π π ρ ′  3 Y P

S om alia Π π Y P

S outh A frica Π π ρ 3 N -

S udan Π Π* π ρ Y& N P

S w aziland Π π Y N

Togo Π π ρ ′  3 Y P

Tunisia Π ρ   

U ganda Π π N -

U .R . Tanzania Π π Y P

Z am bia Π π N -

Z im babw e Π π Y P

A M ERICA S

A ntigua  &  B arbuda Π ρ π N -

A rgentina Π ρ 10 5 Y P

B aham as Π ρ π N -

B arbados Π ρ N -

B elize Π ρ 5 Y U

B olivia Π ρ π Y P

B razil Π ρ π  5 Y P

C anada Π ρ 245 N -

C hile Π ρ 1 Y P

C olom bia Π  ρ 7 Y P

C osta R ica Π π ρ Y P

C uba Π ρ N -

D om inica Π π ρ N -

D om inican R epublic Π ρ π Y P

Ecuador Π ρ π Y P

El S alvador Π π ρ Y P

G renada Π π ρ N -

G uatem ala Π ρ π 2 Y P

G uyana Π ρ N -

H aiti Π π Y P

H onduras Π ρ π Y P

Jam aica Π π N -

M exico Π ρ π Y P

N icaragua Π ρ Y P

Panam a Π ρ π Y P

Paraguay Π ρ 2 Y P

Peru Π ρ Y P

S aint Lucia Π ρ
Trinidad &  Tobago Π ρ π N -

U S A Π Ξπ N -

U ruguay Π ρ 3 Y P

V enezuela Π ρ Y P
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A SIA /M ID D LE EA ST  

A fghanistan Π π Y P

B ahrain Π π   

B angladesh Π π N -

C am bodia Π π Y P

C hina Π π Y P

Egypt Π π ρ Y P

India Π π ρ 15 Y P

Indonesia Π π 3 Y U

Iraq Π ρ Y P

Iran Π ρ Y P

Israel Π ρ 365 Y P

Japan Π ρ 3 Y P

Jordan Π π Y P

K azakstan Π 540Ξ
K uw ait Π π N -

Laos PD R Π π 7 Y P

Lebanon Π ρ N N N -

Libya Π π Y P

M alaysia Π π 3 N -

M ongolia Π ρ 730 Ξ Y P

M yanm ar Π ρ 6 N -

N epal Π π N -

Pakistan Π π N -

P.R  K orea Π π Y P

Philippines Π ρ 7 Y P

Q atar Π ′ N  

S audi A rabia Π π Y P

S ingapore Π π 3 N -

S outh K orea Π π 365

S ri Lanka Π π Y P

S yrian A rab R ep Π π Y P

Thailand Π π ρ N

U . A rab Em irates Π ρ N -

V ietnam Π ρ Y P

Yem en Π π
EU RO PE

A ustria Π ρ Y P

A lbania Π
A zerbaijan Π  1095

B elarus Π ρ 1095 Y P

B elgium Π ρ ′ 1825 3 N -

B osnia-H erzegovina Π ρ π Y P

B ulgaria Π ρ 1095 Y P

C roatia Π  
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The World Alliance for Breastfeeding Action (WABA) is a global people’s initiative to protect, promote and support breastfeeding. WABA works on the Innocenti Declaration
in close liaison with the United Nation Children’s Fund (UNICEF). This document is developed by the WABA Women & Work Task Force as part of the Maternity Protection
Campaign to support women’s right to breastfeed and work, by advocating for implementation and monitoring of improved maternity protection entitilements. The information was
compiled by Ines Fernandez (ARUGAAN, Philippines), Michelle Jambu and Koay Vi Vien  with valuable contributions from Elaine Petitat-Cote (IBFAN/GIFA) and the Maternity
Protection Coalition. The Maternity Protection Coalition consisting of groups from the International Baby Food Action Network (IBFAN), the International Lactation Consultant
Association (ILCA), the LINKAGES project and the World Alliance for Breastfeeding Action (WABA), with technical assistance from the International Maternal & Child Health, Uppsala
University, Sweden (IMCH) and United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF).  WABA, PO Box 1200, 10850 Penang, Malaysia. Tel: 604-658 4816   Fax: 604-657 2655  Email:
secr@waba.po.my   Website: www.waba.org.br   Women & Work: www.waba.org.br/working.htm
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C yprus Π π ρ Y P

C zech R ep Π ρ 14 Y P

D enm ark Π ρ 365 14 N -

Estonia Π ′ Y P

Finland Π ρ 158 12 N

France Π ρ 7 Y -

G erm any Π π ρ 2 Y P

G eorgia Π N -

G reece Π ρ 90 Y P

H ungary Π ρ Y P

Iceland Π  ρ 210 60 N -

Ireland Π ρ 120 N -

Italy Π ρ 330 180/330 Y P

Latvia Π ρ Y P

Liechtenstein Π ρ Y P

Lithuania Π ′ 126 30 Y P

Luxem bourg Π Π* ρ 182 2 Y P

M acedonia Π ρ 7 N

M alta Π π 365 180/365 N -

N etherlands Π ρ 65 2 Y P

N orw ay Π ρ 1095 14 Y U

Poland Π ρ 720 Y P

Portugal Π ρ 90 5 Y P

R om ania Π ρ 730 5 Y P

S lovakia Π ρ  Y P

S lovenia Π 365   

S pain Π ρ 2 Y P

S w eden Π ρ 450 28 Y U

S w itzerland Π Ξπ ′  Y P

Turkey Π ρ Y P

U kraine Π ρ 540 Y P

U nited K ingdom Π ρ N -

R ussian Fed. Π ρ 365

O CEA N IA

A ustralia Π Ξ 365 Ξ N -

Fiji Π π Y& N

N ew  Z ealand Π Ξ 365 Ξ 14 N

S olom on Islands Π π Y P

Papua N ew  G uinea Π π Y P

* 4  a d d itio n a l w eeks fo r b rea stfeed in g  m o th ers
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