Personal Statement  -   Carol Bartle 
I am honoured to be nominated for the WABA Steering Committee and feel that my background, experience, passion and skill will be complimentary to the expertise demonstrated by other committee members. I support WABA and other organisations such as IBFAN, Baby Milk Action, Academy of Breastfeeding Medicine and La Leche League, amongst others, and support global breastfeeding documents including the Innocenti Declaration, the Global Strategy for Infant and Young Child Feeding and the Baby Friendly Initiative – both hospital and community.  I actively support the International Code of Marketing Breast-Milk Substitutes and subsequent, relevant, WHA resolutions. I have been involved in breastfeeding advocacy and maternal, infant and child health issues since 1975 and have a nursing, midwifery and lactation consultant background. I am a member of the board of consultants for La Leche League New Zealand and on the NZ National Breastfeeding Committee until it was disestablished. I provide alerts/updates about breastfeeding to the Ministry of Health on a regular basis and I am a member of a regional breastfeeding steering committee.  I was an original trustee of the Infant Feeding Association of New Zealand (IFANZ) which represents the Oceania branch of IBFAN. I provide education on all aspects of The Code, conflict of interest, human rights, particularly the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child, and ethics. I have worked with the WHO/UNICEF Baby Friendly Initiative since 2000 as an assessor, plus I am currently planning a baby friendly community initiative project involving three Māori health provider organisations working with parents and infants. Recently I made a major submission to the Government’s Green Paper for Vulnerable Children consultation with a prime focus on breastfeeding protection, promotion and support. I have a postgraduate diploma in Child Advocacy which focussed on the impact of poverty, human rights, and health inequalities. My course focus was breastfeeding and infant and young child health and this included developing a recommendation for a policy change to the Ministry of Corrections for incarcerated women to be supported to breastfeed. My thesis explores mothers’ experiences of initiating lactation/establishing breastfeeding in a NICU environment. I am the coordinator of the Canterbury Breastfeeding Advocacy Service, a Ministry of Health contract managed by a Māori community health provider.  This involves a regional focus and coordination of a network of people interested in breastfeeding advocacy. I distribute new research and breastfeeding updates via emails and Facebook pages and deliver education about all aspects of breastfeeding to paediatricians, general practitioners, nurses, midwives, well child health nurses, social workers, consumers and others. I train mother to mother peer counsellors and assist businesses, early childhood education centres and communities to become breastfeeding friendly. I am an active networker and mobilise breastfeeding advocates and support systems throughout Canterbury and maintain contact with a national and international network.  My major interests include infant feeding in emergencies, breastfeeding and infant feeding politics, peer counselling, community support for breastfeeding, mothers and babies in prison, and NICU issues including human milk banking. I am committed and passionate about breastfeeding and ready to work hard to support WABA in their global focus.  
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