

January 2012

MIRIAM HARRIET LABBOK, MD, MPH, FACPM, FABM, IBCLC

RESUME
PERSONAL
Miriam Harriet Labbok
Professor of the Practice of Public Health

Director, Carolina Global Breastfeeding Institute (CGBI)
Department of Maternal and Child Health, The Gillings School of Global Public Health, CB#7445

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill, NC  27599-7445

Tel: 919-966-0928

Fax: 919-966-0458

labbok@unc.edu
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STATEMENT OF INTEREST

Personal: To work towards bringing together and synergizing the efforts of political-, social-, rights-, and, especially, health and reproductive health- interested parties to support and empower women in the “3 Bs”  - optimal Breastfeeding, Birth Spacing, Birthing Practices -  for the betterment of our world and for the future of mankind. 
WABA-specific: Supporting WABA as the North American Representative has opened my eyes as to the importance of regional perspectives in global decision making regarding breastfeeding. At this point in time, EBF are dropping worldwide (WHO, Feb 29, 2012), but are rising in the North America region. We have much to learn from other regions, AND, although we are starting from a lower level, we may have something to contribute as well. I also would like to see WABA-NA succeed and will try to create a low-cost or cost-free approach through use of electronic communications.
EDUCATION AND TRAINING
Postdoctoral Training

July 1980‑June 1981
Postdoctoral NIH Research Service Award in Epidemiology,     Preventive Medicine Resident, Johns Hopkins USHPH

July 1975‑June 1976

Postgraduate Training ‑ Pediatrics Level I





Georgetown University Hospitals

Degree/Year


Institution and Field
M.P.H./June 1975

Tulane School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine – Public Health

M.D./May 1975

Tulane Medical School -- Medicine

M.M.S./June 1973

Rutgers Medical School -- Medical Science

B.A./December 1970
University of Pennsylvania -- Major: Human Ecology; General Honors
Medical or Other Licenses, Medical Boards and Other Certification

Fellow, Academy of Breastfeeding Medicine, 2002-

International Board Certified Lactation Consultant, 1991, recertified 1996, 2001, 2006, 2011
Fellow, American College of Preventive Medicine, 1982-

Board Certified, Preventive Medicine, 1981-

License: Medicine and Surgery, District of Columbia, 1975 – present, and 

Maryland 1980-88

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

2006 –
Professor of the Practice of Public Health

Director, Carolina Global Breastfeeding Institute 

Department of Maternal and Child Health, Gillings School of Global Public Health


The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

2001 – 2005
Senior Advisor, Infant and Young Child Feeding and Care, UNICEF; also,

1995 - 2004, Adjunct Associate Professor, Tulane School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine

1987- 2002, Adjunct Associate Professor, Johns Hopkins (Bloomberg) School of Hygiene and Public Health

1996 – 2001
Chief, Nutrition and Maternal/Infant Health Division, Office of Health and Nutrition, Global Bureau, Agency for International Development (USAID)

1992 – 1996
Director, International Breastfeeding Collaborating Center (WHO Collaborating Center on Breastfeeding)
1989 – 1996
Director, Breastfeeding and Maternal/Child Health Division, Institute for Reproductive Health
1987 – 1996
Associate Professor, Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Georgetown University Medical Center

1981 – 1987
Assistant Professor, Department of Population Dynamics, Joint Appointment, Department of International Health, The Johns Hopkins School of Hygiene and Public Health, 615 North Wolfe Street, Baltimore, MD 21205

1976 – 1981
Research Division, Office of Population, U.S. Agency for International Development, Washington, DC 20523; GS‑14 Medical Officer

SELECTED HONORS 

2011 – present:

Named to US DHHS Secretary of Health’s Advisory Council on Infant Mortality (SACIM)

Carolina Women’s Center Faculty Scholar, Fall 2011, University of North Carolina 
2006 – 2010:
Delta Omega, Public Health Honor Society, elected to faculty membership, April 2008

International Breast Milk Project, 2006 Action Hero Award, for global support for donor milk use
The 2006 Healthy Children Achievement Award, “for protecting, promoting and supporting breastfeeding in the world of international policy”, 2006

1996-2005

Honored Alumnus of the Year, for a distinguished career in maternal and child health, University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey, May 2004.
Distinguished Alumnus of the Year, for significant contributions to academic medicine, Robert Wood Johnson Medical School, 2003.

DHHS Assistant Secretary for Health’s Award for Outstanding Team Performance: Outstanding Leadership in the Creation of the HHS Blueprint for Action on Breastfeeding, Nov. 2001.
Group Award for dedication to women’s survival, Maternal Health Team of the Population, Health and Nutrition Center, Global Bureau, USAID, November 1998.

Award to USAID for Safe Motherhood, under Labbok leadership, American Association for World Health, 1998.

Group Award for Exceptional Performance, Population, Health and Nutrition Center, Global Bureau, USAID, 1997.
UNICEF, International Paper of the Month, JHL 1996, 12(1):15-20; March, 1996.

1986-1995:

Outstanding Alumnus/a Award, Tulane University School of Public Health and Tropical Medicine, for development of new form of family planning, 1995.
Best-in-Class Video, recognized at the 1994 National Council on International Health Video Competition, "Breastfeeding and Family Planning:  Mutual Goals, Vital Decisions", co-writer, director of unit
First Annual Science and Technology in Development Award, USAID, 1986.
Andrew Mellon Foundation Fellowship, 1984-1986.
1976-1985:
Council on Foreign Relations,  Term Member, 1980-1985.

Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst Scholarship Recipient, 1982.
President, Class Alumnae, University of Pennsylvania, 1970‑1976.
1966-1975:

Robert Wood Johnson Scholarship Recipient, 1974.

Sphinx Honor Society, 1971.
Althea Hottel Award, Outstanding Senior Women, 1971.
University of Pennsylvania Alumni Award of Merit 1970.
General Honors Program, University of Pennsylvania, 1967-9.
SELECTED MEMBERSHIPS AND PROFESSIONAL HONORS, LEADERSHIP AND SERVICE
2011-
US Secretary of Health’s Advisory Committee on Infant Mortality

2011-
NC IOM Committee on Obesity

2010-
ASPH Global Health Competency Workgroup on Strategic Analysis
2009- 
International Lactation Consultant Association (ILCA); Professional Development Advisory Board 
2008-
NC SIDS Advisory Committee, Healthy Start Foundation
2008-

Member, NC Public Health Association

2008 - 

Member, NC Preventive Medicine 
2007 - 

Member, NC Pediatrics Society
2007-
World Alliance for Breastfeeding Action (WABA). Steering Committee/Board of Directors, North America Representative 
2007-

Member, North Carolina Breastfeeding Coalition
2007-
NC Child Fatality Task Force. Member, Breastfeeding Working Group of Perinatal Committee of the Child Fatality Task Force, 2007-2010; Member, Disparities Task Force, 2010- 
2004-2005
United Nations/SCN (Standing Committee on Nutrition), Chair, Working Group on Breastfeeding and Complementary Feeding
2001-2005
Board of Trustees, Robert Wood Johnson Alumni Association
1993-2001
International Board of Lactation Consultant Examiners (IBCLE), Board of Directors
1993-
Academy of Breastfeeding Medicine. Founder, 1993/4, Board of Directors, 1994-2001.Vice-President, 2001-2002; President, 2002-2003; Immediate Past President, 2003-2004; Senior Advisor to the Board of Directors, 2005-2008, Strategic Planning, 2008; Liaison Partner to WABA, 2009-2010, Board of Directors, 2010 - 

1990-
International Society for Research on Human Milk and Lactation (ISRHML), Member.

1987-1997
Global Health Council (GHC) (originally, National Council on International Health (NCIH), 1987- Vice-President 1995-6, Governing Board, 1992-1996, Supporting Member, 1997- 

1982-
American College of Preventive Medicine (FACPM); Chair, Breastfeeding Interest Group, 2011 - 
1979‑2012
American Public Health Association (APHA), International Health Section, Governing Council, 2001-2005; Chair Elect, 2006-2008; Chair, 2008-2010; Immediate Past Chair, 2010-12. Population and Family Planning Section, Section Council, 1985‑1986; Chair, Committee on International Population Concerns, and Chair, Nominations Committee
PUBLICATIONS
More than 40 chapters and edited books, 100 refereed journal articles, and hundreds of invited monographs, refereed abstracts and invited presentations on maternal and child health, rights, and related issues. Serves on editorial boards of three international journals, and reviews articles for nearly 20.
TEACHING
Developed multiple courses and a degree program, and has overseen dozens of graduate students’ theses.

GRANTSMANSHIP
Brings in, directly or in a supporting role, an average of $5 hundred thousand - $ million annually when in academic posts.
SELECTED CONSULTATIONS AND EXPERT TESTIMONY
2001-present
UNICEF: technical support on evaluation and revision of BFHI approach 

WHO Expert Panel on IYCF Indicators 

BINGO study, Albert Einstein Medical Center
Re-design of West Africa Regional Family Health and AIDS program, USAID/Abidjan
Invited expert testimony on Birth Spacing and Maternal and Child Health, US Congress, 2001

1970-2000
Evaluation of Maternal Health Project in 8 Governorates of Upper Egypt

Expert Testimony on Population and MCH, House of Representatives, April 27, 1995

USAID/Cairo, 2000; Wellstart International Lactation Training Program, 1990-1996
USAID Program in Family Planning, Morocco, Mid‑Term Evaluation, ISTI, 1988

Survey and questionnaire design, John Short, Inc., 1986‑1987 
Interventions in Maternal and Child Health, AMSA Workshop, March 5, 1986
Evaluation of Non‑Government Family Planning Efforts in Bangladesh, Team Leader, ISTI, 1986 
Nigerian Family Planning Effort Evaluation, USDA, 1985 
World Bank, Lesotho, Project Identification, Assessment and Appraisal, 1984 
Columbia University/Sudan Project Evaluation for APHA, 1983 
Johns Hopkins Program for International Education of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, Westinghouse Health Systems, Zimbabwe, March 1983 
World Bank, Botswana, Program Development, 1983 
Family Health International, Philippines, 1983 
Moroccan National Family Planning Program Evaluation, APHA, 1981

Invited expert testimony before the United States House of Representatives Committee on Foreign Affairs concerning contraceptive technology, 1980

The New Jersey Governor’s Committee on the Status of Women in Higher Education, 1972-3
Invited expert testimony, Pennsylvania State Congressional Committee on Higher Education, 1971
1

