Women and Children 
Friendly Communities
Learning from each others experience



Proposal of groups, members of WABA and IBFAN, in:
Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, Cuba, Mexico, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Colombia, Bolivia, Perú, Uruguay, Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Venezuela.
Working together to share

· Groups from Latin America and Caribbean meet in Costa Rica on June 2002 and worked these framework to be presented at the II Global Forum.  

· The aim is to share successful experiences, learn from each other and define strategies and methodologies to promote women and children friendly societies and communities in the worldwide changing context.

Presentation

· The Latin-American network has developed a large number of successful experiences to promote interest and involvement of the population towards community actions to improve children and women rights defence and gender equality.

· These experiences can be systematized and become a model that can be reproduced / adapted not only in Latin-American but in other countries outside the region.

· During the last 20 years, the groups of the IBFAN network have promoted actions for the implementation of the International Code of Breast Milk Substitutes, for the promotion, protection and support of breastfeeding and for the adaptation of strategies emerged from WHO and UNICEF, having as background the global vision of women in each social environment and culture. 

· Groups are particularly interested in the implementation of the 10 steps for a successful breastfeeding on a community level and for the promotion of the contents of the International Children’s Rights Convention, the International Convention Against All Forms of Discrimination Against Women and for the 183 OIT Maternity Protection Convention. 



Working from the everyday life

· Doing this, IBFAN Latin-American has worked to articulate the promotion and protection of suitable practices of child nutrition and development along with efforts of the civilian population and governments to improve the living conditions of women and  children and the validity of their rights.

· Sharing reality

· The groups in the region have a variety of experiences and expertise areas that can be shared in order to design: 

· Models that strengthens the organized community actions to improve women’s and children’s health and for the full exercise of their rights. 

Some examples of groups experience

· Caribbean:   in Cuba groups are getting also ready to be part of the globalised world and to defend their conquers.  Puerto Rico, in the heart of the USA, groups are building links between academic and researchers with communities.  Dominican Republic, women are fighting against social injustice from reproductive rights programmes.

· In Mexico and Chiapas, communities are facing social violence defending their indigenous culture and promoting a model of community health consultancy parallel to official health systems.  Women are leading self help heath and reproductive rights consultancies.   In Guatemala, El Salvador, Nicaragua, groups are fighting for survival and for rebuilding democracy after decades of war.   In Costa Rica, groups are linking breastfeeding rights to all other social movements: women, environment and justice, housing, disable and other partners.  All the region is working together towards an organized answer to migration, poverty, violence in all its manifestations.



In Argentina groups have realized how important the network is to maintain clearness and face together difficult moments.  The crisis have not stop groups from becoming an excellent resource centre and worldwide monitoring coordination for all the network. 

Groups in Uruguay have developed experience in working on Codex issues and Venezuela in involving mothers in nutrition awareness.


Chile has groups working on children rights that are becoming breastfeeding and code promoters.  Bolivia has a long experience of linking breastfeeding rights to consumers organization. 


In Peru groups are working on gender issues and child exploitation also as a breastfeeding group.  

Colombia groups are surviving day by day violence and building a strong national network to defend children rights facing murder, drug and corrupted policies.  

Brazil case is an example of building a national network, monitoring and improving national law and having strong national strategies like the human milk banks.

All presentations will:

· Result from a national process involving other partners in the discussion and lessons learning

· Be in the context of defending gender equality and women specific human rights

· Link children rights to women rights as equal partners in struggle for life

· Share experience of linking breastfeeding issues to other social movements issues.

· Respect and share different women views and actions arising from their own realities, contexts, cultures, everyday conditions and dreams.  

Main emphasis of presentations

· How women and communities are translating into everyday actions their specific and human rights, specially when fighting for:

· Right to take informed choices free of commercial pressure and received society support

· Defend women rights in the globalise context of menace of AIDS 

· Women facing emergency situations: variety of forms and lesson learned from vulnerability situations created by nature / society: violence, quakes, floods, particular migration and labour exploitation, others 

· Specific needs and rights respect for working women in formal but also informal sector, agriculture and illegal status.

· Facing the bottle feeding culture

· Fighting for the Code and implementation of Global Strategy (WHA).

· Groups will focus in innovative organizational methodology and self help and mutual support between women as well as on how bridges are being built to link breastfeeding rights to other social movements issues and allies rights.

Building organized answers


· Women are the source of breast milk and life but we need to learn that above all the roles they play (mothers, workers, etc) they are human beings with specific needs and equal rights that society must promote, protect and support in order to build real everyday equity.
