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Strengths

Professionals and their associations embracing the concepts of the importance of breastfeeding promotion and support world wide

Increasing availability of professionals with specific training in breastfeeding problem management

Growing body of knowledge regarding lactation/breastfeeding

Variety of organizations providing capacity building activities world-wide

Weaknesses

Lack of appropriate knowledge base by health professionals charged with care of the breastfeeding dyad

Health professionals unaware that they may not always be practicing evidence-based care

Lack universal / easy access to persons with breastfeeding expertise to help resolve problems

Opportunities

Women are beginning to understand they have the right to appropriate breastfeeding care/support

WHO global strategy emphasizes importance of exclusive breastfeeding for 6 months

More training opportunities for professionals and health care workers / TBAs

Distance / telemedicine technology more available to access expertise in novel ways

Threats

Aggressive marketing to health professionals and communities by ABM manufacturers

Women are vulnerable, and in desiring that babies get enough good food, may initiate ABM or other fluids/foods without seeking advice from knowledgeable persons

Uncertainty as to what to recommend in the face of HIV/AIDS

Diminished support for breastfeeding in selected communities in the world
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